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a piece of rope. This unhygienic method does to some extent protect one from the vermin.
The donkey boy came while we were eating our supper to say that it was impossible to go on the next morning. The donkeys were worn out, and if we tried to reach Sanaa on the morrow one at least would fall down dead before we got there. Moreover, the road ahead of us was in a very dangerous state, the children of the Imam were "sniping" beyond Senam Pasha, and it was no longer possible to travel except in large parties. He wanted to wait for the mail, which was expected the next day, and which, even in peace time, has a good escort. I told him that we would ride forward till all the donkeys were dead and then walk, and that if all the children of Iblis the damned were on the road we must still go through the next day, and that if he smoked any more hashish before we got to Sanaa I would break every bone in his misbegotten body. With mingled threats and promises we brought him to his senses, and started in the dark for the last stage of the journey. Had I given way the adventure would have ended here, for by noon the following day the murder was out.
For an hour or so we stumbled forward in the dark before a very beautiful dawn and sunrise revealed the magnificent panorama before us. We were now at an altitude nearly as great as that of Menakha, the cold was extreme, and a thick mist arose with the sun. About eight o'clock we crossed a swiftly running river, and by noon we had passed the fortified station known to the Turks as Senam Pasha, and to the Arabs as Matinah. The scenery of the plateau which we had now reached was very different from what had gone before. The country was open and undulating, with groups of stony kopjes here and there, in place of the mountains we had left behind. Little was to be seen growing at this season, but the extensive areas of stubble attested the fertility of the ground. Many villages, some of considerable size, were to be seen from the road, which was now crowded with travellers both mounted and afoot, as well as with beasts of burden laden with produce of various kinds. We passed several parties of soldiers working on the road, one or two of whom were Syrians